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PART C

SAS Classification Program

Part C provides a description of the SAS computer program which aggregated post office box location data into current and proposed fee groups.  The SAS code as part of the resulting printout is also provided.

Post Office Box Fee Reclassification,

SAS Computer Program

General Description

The objective of the SAS computer program is to classify base year box counts into current and proposed post office box fee groups, as well as to provide weighted space provision costs.  The programming also produces a cross-tabulation of base year box counts showing the number of boxes being reassigned from each current fee group to each proposed fee group. These data are use to estimate unit cost and the impact of the Postal Service’s proposal on current post office box customers and box utilization.  Furthermore, the program produces a listing of post office box counts, using the proposed fee structure without the fee shock mitigation, as a means to illustrate the level of fee shock mitigation included in the Postal Service’s post office box proposal.

Several major processing steps are performed by the SAS version 6.01 mainframe program located at the Postal Service’s San Mateo computer facility.  First, a data set having post office box facility finance numbers and their associated ZIP Codes is developed.  Next, a data set having cost per square foot and their associated ZIP Codes is developed.  Then a data set of the Facility Profile Survey having installed and “in-use” Box counts by ZIP Code is developed.
  Detailed SAS coding processes and merges the three data sets by ZIP Code while assigning current and proposed fee group identifiers to each observation.  Lastly, box weighted cost per square foot by current and proposed fee groups are produced using the merged data.

All programming utilized standard SAS coding merging methods and summary procedures.  A complete listing of the program and job-run is given below.  The analytical data set developed by SAS is provided in electronic form.






� Files containing facility-specific information, including Erent developed by witness Yezer in USPS-LR-I-241/R2000-1, and the Facility Profile Survey relied upon, are not provided because of their sensitivity.
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