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In Presiding Officer’s Ruling No. N2006-1/7, I granted in part an APWU motion to compel responses to Interrogatory APWU/USPS-T2-1(a,f,g,h).  In view of Postal Service claims of privilege for some responsive materials, I directed that they be produced under specified protective conditions, and provided an opportunity for comments on their appropriateness.

APWU filed such comments on May 9, 2006.
  In addition to reiterating the argument in its motion to compel that the Postal Service should be required to submit Area Mail Processing (AMP) studies and their supporting data in unredacted form, APWU represents that its officers and agents typically receive such information in the course of routine contract administration, without any agreement restricting their use.  APWU further represents that it has not publicly revealed, nor does it intend to reveal, information that has been redacted from materials filed by the Postal Service in this proceeding.  However, APWU notes that the protective conditions furnished with Ruling No. 7 do not include an exception for using such information where it has been obtained through the ordinary course of business with the Postal Service.  To remedy this perceived deficiency, APWU proposes inclusion of a provision that would relieve participants of the obligation of non-disclosure of material provided under the protective conditions under specified circumstances.

In light of APWU’s proposal of additional terms for inclusion in the protective conditions attached to Ruling No. 7, I shall provide an opportunity for responsive comments.  These comments shall be due on Monday, May 15, 2006.

RULING

Replies to the Comments of the American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO in Response to Presiding Officer’s Ruling No. 7, filed May 9, 2006, may be submitted by May 15, 2006.
Dawn A. Tisdale







Presiding Officer

� Presiding Officer’s Ruling No. N2006-1/7, May 5, 2006, at 8, 12.


� Comments of the American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO in Response to Presiding Officer’s Ruling No. 7, May 9, 2006.


� Id. at 3.





